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A devastating earthquake in northeast Japan was the

PRODUCT TYPE
Stool

catalyst for a new, community-building initiative to
empower individuals through DIY. In 2011, Ishinomaki

ENVIRONMENT
Indoor

Laboratory began helping the city rebuild itself through
simple, DIY furniture workshops using available materials
and skills. Taking the concept out into the wider world

DIMENSIONS

under the moniker Made in Local, MENU joins forces

AA STOOL, H56
H: 56 cm / 22"
W: 32 cm / 12,6"
D: 32,5 cm / 12,8"

with the Japanese furnituremaker and designer TORAFU
ARCHITECTS to create the AA STOOL.

AA HIGH STOOL, H72
H: 72 cm / 28,3"
W: 48 cm/18,9"
D: 39,5 cm/15,6"

“Ishinomaki Laboratory is now more than just a brand
which originated in a disaster-stricken area: it has become
a model for small, local brands and ventures contributing to
regional revitalisation. And now, through the Made in Local

C O LO U R
Natural douglas fir

initiative, we can share with our partners around the world
the significance, the uniqueness and even the fun of Made in
Local, as well as the various lessons that can be drawn from

M AT E R I A LS
Fir

our story. Ishinomaki Laboratory’s furniture is for everyone
and everyday life,” says founder Keiji Ashizawa.
Produced in Denmark from locally grown Danish Douglas
fir, the handcrafted stool is as simple as it is versatile. The
flat pack design features exposed screws and dimensional
lumber, pushing the boundaries of do-it-yourself to create an
innovative seat that uses materials effectively. The AA STOOL
comes in a pack of two, available in two sizes: medium or
tall; AA STOOL and AA HIGH STOOL. Each can be used
individually or in combination to create a wider seat.
MENU has the distribution right to the Ishinomaki
AA STOOL in the Nordic countries: Denmark, Sweden,
Norway, Finland, Iceland and the Faroe Islands.

About The Designers
Founded in Japan in 2004 by Koichi Suzuno and Shinya
Kamuro, TORAFU ARCHITECTS employs a working
approach based on architectural thinking. From
architectural and interior design to product design,
spatial installations and filmmaking, the duo has garnered
attention beyond their native Japan, receiving numerous
honours for their work. In 2015, one of their designs was
selected for the permanent collection at Montreal Museum
of Fine Arts.
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A Sense of Community

MENU at The Audo

MENU has always been fascinated by the way in which

MENU’s showroom is located at The Audo, a unique concept

individuals and spaces can be united through great design.

that masterfully unites co-working and event facilities, a café,

In our pursuit to craft furniture, lighting and interior

restaurant and retail area, as well as an exclusive residence

accessories shaped by purposeful details, high-quality

in a single, community-building universe. The Audo features

materials and human needs, we create strong and lasting

an inspiring mix of original features and thoughtful new

relations between designers, manufacturers and customers.

accompaniments from an eclectic mix of premium brands

The sense of community that results from this union of

– not least MENU’s comprehensive range of furniture, lighting

like-minded individuals fosters a deeper sense of belonging

and accessories which are put to their truest test together

– and products that stand the test of time, inviting human

with a curated selection of products from global brands.

connection, inspiration and experimentation to push

Abbreviated from the Latin Ab Uno Disce Omnes, meaning

the boundaries of modern design. We truly believe that

from one, learn all, The Audo reflects MENU’s founding

when we work collectively, we achieve more than we do

philosophy of collaborative spirit. Redefining how we use

individually: the sum of our work and of our connections is

design, space and, ultimately, how we connect to one another,

always greater than its parts, and our softly minimal designs

this creative destination is a hub for powerful ideas, beautiful

and collaborative spirit help to join the dots between the

design and inspiration.

home, the workplace and the service industry, redefining
how we use space and, ultimately, how we connect to those
around us.
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